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December 19, 2005 

TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 

This paper is responsive to the Office Action mailed September 19, 2005. In the Office 
Action, Claims 1-30 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Yoshida (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,510,139). Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection and request reconsideration 
in connection with the remarks provided below. 

The disclosure of Yoshida is directed to technology that is quite different from the 
claimed invention. In Yoshida, after an initial determination of routes, a route optimization 
procedure occurs. The process is summarized in Yoshida at Col. 4, lines 39-53: 



Subsequently, the network designing section 103 performs a route 
optimization procedure which optimizes the initially-determined routes so 
that the total network cost increase is reduced to the minimum value (step 
S402). As will be describer a network cost increase is minimized by 
removing each demand from the network and determining a minimum- 
cost route for the removed demand in the state of the network from which 
the demand has been removed. Thereafter, if it is determined whether the 
total network cost increase is minimized and, if it is not minimized, the 
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